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April 2, 2020

My Dear Parishioners,

For many of us, myself included, our lives have taken a drastic change since the coronavirus has inflicted our world. The “stay-at-home” order has left many of us feeling isolated and alone. Although we
are physically separated, in my heart I remain firmly connected to you through my daily prayers and
private Masses for you. Know that through my spiritual support, you are on my heart continually.

At times like this, we can become discouraged, or anxious. Fear (which is of the enemy) can cause us
to lose hope. “Be not Afraid” or “Fear Not” is in the Bible 365 times. We must remember that God is
never closer to us than when we are going through times of trial. We are going to be okay because
God loves us. Scriptures tell us, “The Lord is my strength and my hope.” It is only when we turn to Him
that we find solace and peace in times of flux.

Though much of our lives are out of our control, there is one thing we can do. Never before has there
been such a beautiful time to put our lives right with the Lord. With business and the fast pace of the
world subdued, it gives us time to reflect on the things we put before or above God. Things like money, TV, sports and electronic devices can be things that steal our time away from God. It is time to put
things back in proper order. Peace comes from right relationship with God and trusting He can and will
bring “good” out of all things.

Yes, these are trying times. But I fight this fight with you. With our prayers united for one another, we
can do this, we can win this battle. But we must pray, pray, pray as our blessed Mother has so often
spoke to us through her many recent apparitions. Prayer is key, especially the rosary. Through the rosary, our Lady will usher in the triumph of her Immaculate Heart, and peace will again reign in this
world. When I pray the rosary, it brings me peace, it calms me right down, it strengthens me and gives
me hope. I trust it will do the same for you. Know of my continued spiritual support for you at this
time.

If you are spiritually struggling, or would like to make an appointment for Confession or Anointing of
the Sick, please call me at 218-316-2524.

May God Bless you all,
Fr. LeRoy

Our Lady of the Lake and St. James in Maine

Parish Office: 9 am-12 pm/1:00 pm-4:00 pm Bookkeeper: Lori Curtis 218-864-5619 Director of Music: Paul Malecha accliturgy@gmail.com
Home Communion: Jean Cool 218-864-5026 Prayer Chain: Marge Condiff 218-864-8955 Trustees: Jim Altstadt 218-849-0999 and Sheila
Newark 218-405-0459 Pastoral Council: Janell Kraemer 320-304-3987, Bob Englehart, Tim Cushing, Stephanie Christianson, Ross Ukkelberg,
Brett Hallberg, and Grace Girard Finance Council: Mark Cory 218-731-5577, Dawn Christensen, Dave Schwieters and Rick Bleichner

Our Lady of the Lake Mission Statement: “Aided by the intercession of Our Lady of the Lake, we reach out with welcoming
hospitality and focus on helping each person to develop a vibrant, Christ centered spiritual life through communal worship.”

Our Lady of the Lake and St. James in Maine
Live Streamed Masses
Bishop Kettler will be live streaming the Triduum Liturgies for
Holy Thursday, Good Friday, the Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday. These may be found at http://stcdio.org/liturgies/15

Confessions and Anointing of the Sick

“May the grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with
each of you. I’m grateful that you’re able to join me for these
liturgies. Although we cannot be physically together, this is a
way for us to gather as a diocesan church and pray together
during these challenging times. The Lenten season is always
a time to reorient our lives to Christ, and we’ve been called to
make extra sacrifices this year as we await the promise and
hope of Easter. Thank you for your faithfulness in these days.
I am praying for you, and I ask you to join me in praying for
our world. May God bless you and your loved ones.”
— Bishop Donald Kettler

Contributions
During this time in which Mass has been cancelled, contributions are still being welcomed. Thank you to everyone who has mailed in their envelope or taken the time
to set up online giving. OLL parishioners can make online
payments on the parish website at ollsj.org or mail contributions to 407 N Lake Ave, PO Box 671, Battle Lake, MN
56515.
St James members can make arrangements by calling
Farmers State Bank of Underwood and setting up an automatic withdrawal from your checking account to St.
James Catholic Church Checking Account. In addition to
online giving, contributions can be mailed directly to the
church at 32009 Cty Hwy 74, Underwood, MN 56586.

The Sacraments of Confession and Anointing of the Sick
can still be received. Please call Father LeRoy at 218-3162524 to set up an appointment.

We understand these are trying times and taking care of
yourself and your family must be your first priority. We
are praying for your health and safety and look forward
to the time when we can worship together again.

P

arish Social Ministry—Charity and justice do not
go out the window in this time of COVID-19. Pope
Pius XI instructed us, “…charity will never be true
charity unless it takes justice into constant account." (Divini Redemptoris, #49). Pope Benedict XVI
buttresses his predecessor’s teaching writing, “If we love
others with charity, then first of all we are just towards
them.” (Caritas in Veritate, #6)
“Social distancing” has resulted in the physical segregation of our faith communities. Worshipping via televised
or Internet editions of the Sacred Liturgy, we are unable
to receive the Eucharist sacramentally. May we consciously support one another through our prayers. Listening to Pope Francis, “Let us continue to pray for the sick. I
think of families, closed at home, children who don’t go
to school, parents who may not be able to leave; some
will be quarantined. May the Lord help you to discover
new ways, new expressions of love, of living together in
this new situation.” The seven themes of Catholic social
teaching guide us to acts of charity and justice.
[Download the Bulletin (ollsj.org) to explore web links]
Parish Office: 218-495-2185 Bookkeeper/Secretary: Pat Chermak 612-840-6289 email: patchermak@hotmail.com Trustees:
Denny Floersch 218-205-5300 Dennis Fagerstrom 218-205-4623 Pastoral Council: Paul Hess 218-495-2500 New Member Registration and for the ill of the Parish: Arlene Larson 218-864-8279 Prayer Chain: Emma Ciliberti 218-495-2173 Director of Music:
Paul Malecha accliturgy@gmail.com Cemetery: Daryl Tople 218-495-2183 Faith Formation: Kattie Meek 218-495-2486

St. James Mission Statement: “In the 21st Century, the Lord is calling the whole church to the great
work of “New Evangelization” that is, of helping every Christian grow in the knowledge, understanding and love of their Catholic Faith in order to propose and hand faith to others."

Readings for the week of April 5, 2020

LIVE THE LITURGY

Mon: Is 42:1-7
Jn 12:1-11
Tues: Is 49:1-6
Jn 13:21-33, 36-38
Wed: Is 50:4-9
Mt 26:14-25
Holy Thursday:
Chrism Mass: Is 61:1-3a, 6a, 8b-9 Rv 1:5-8 Lk 4:16-21
Evening Mass of the Supper:
Ex 12:1-8, 11-14 1 Cor 11:23-26 Jn 13:1-15
Good Friday:
Is 52:13—53:12
Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9
Jn 18:1—19:42
Saturday: Vigil: Gn 1:1—2:2
Gn 22:1-18
Ex 14:15—15:1
Is 54:5-14
Is 55:1-11
Bar 3:9-15, 32—4:4
Ez 36:16-17a, 18-28
Rom 6:3-11
Mt 28:1-10
Easter Sunday:
Acts 10:34a, 37-43
Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 5:6b-8
Jn 20:1-9 or Mt 28:1-10

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK

Pope Francis April Prayer Intention

Freedom from Addiction
We pray that those suffering from
addiction may be helped and
accompanied.

Please Pray for our Priests
Pope Francis, Bishop Kettler, Rev LeRoy Schik &
Rev Paul Folsom, Rev Scott Pogatchnik, Rev Michael Wolfbauer, Rev Matthew Crane, Rev John
Knopik, Rev Joseph Backowski, Rev Ben Kociemba, our deceased priests with April Anniversaries, all our Seminarians, our soldiers, and the
sanctity of life.

April Devotion:
The Holy Eucharist
Christ's body, blood, soul, and
divinity under the appearance
of bread and wine.
Bishop's Annual Appeal
Thank you to everyone who has donated to the Appeal
so far this year, especially during these trying times. As
of March 27, the Appeal raised $774,253 in gifts and
pledges toward the goal $1,300,000 to support diocesan
ministries. Please remember that it is especially important at this time to support your parishes and safely
reach out to family, neighbors and people in need.

Listen carefully to the passion of Christ as it unlocks
the door that brings us to the true meaning of human life. Holding what seems like opposite polarities of human existence, it weaves us through the
highest of triumphs and the darkest of tragedies. As
we witness and meditate upon Jesus's last days on
earth, we see most vividly that God is present in and
through it all. God is not only the glue that holds all
of life's seemingly opposing experiences together,
but He is the One who offers incredible promise and
hope on our road to fulfillment and eternal life. It
was only through experiencing the burning agony of
suffering's loneliness and heart-wrenching pain that
Jesus experienced the joyful exultation of his resurrected self. There are profound lessons here for all
of us to learn.

Divine Mercy Novena
Novena Dates
April 10-18 : Feast Day April 19
I fly to Your Mercy, Compassionate God, Who alone are
good. Although my misery is great and my offenses are
many,
I trust in Your Mercy because You are the God of Mercy,
and it has never been heard of in all ages,
nor do Heaven or earth remember,
that a soul trusting in Your Mercy has been disappointed.
(State you intentions.)
Jesus, Friend of a lonely heart, You are my haven. You
are my peace. You are my salvation. You are my serenity
in moments of struggle and amidst an ocean of doubts.
Amen
(Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be)

BIRTHDAYS
Apr 6 Nevaeh Butcher, Rick Elless
Apr 7 Brenden Bleess, Dominick Budke, Grace
Cory, Patricia Ellerbusch, Charles Worum,
Steve Young
Apr 8 Wilhemina Soukup
Apr 9 Joan Meyer
Apr 10 Connie Quaal
Apr 11 Lori Mann, Clarice Weum
Apr 12 Philip Bakken, Addisyn Bertrand, Barbara
Harthun

