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Divine Mercy Sunday

GIVE YOURSELF COMPLETELY
The early days of the first Christian community were not
easy by any measurement. Jesus had been executed, and
his disciples had to be discreet so as not to meet a similar
fate. Jesus was now risen, but the truth of his resurrection
was not accepted by all. However, the depiction of that
early community in Acts 2:42-47 would lead someone to
believe it was the opposite situation. We are told of community life where people lean on each other and share
great joy. They ate and prayed together, and many wonders and signs were occurring to lift the community and
bear witness to the power of Jesus Christ. They were disciples living out their faith, and it was their strong sense of

stewardship that made all of this possible in the face of
threatening Roman and Jewish powers.
Today, we find the Church in a new turmoil. Increasing secularism, abuse scandals, and a lack of true fidelity place us
once again in a time that is not easy. A friend of mine likes
to say that any challenge of sin we encounter in the Church
has its origin in a lack of misunderstanding of the stewardship way of life. We create our burdens by not using our
gifts wisely and by turning inward selfishly.
Could we use the story in Acts of the early Church to help us
today? If we begin with the decision to give of ourselves
completely to God and His people, will we become agents of
change? There is only one way to find out.
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Divine Mercy Sunday, April 19, 2020

My dear parishioners,

Is God’s Divine Mercy still available to us? This is a question –on this year when so many people are
afflicted with the Corona Virus are asking. They are asking is there still a way of taking advantage of the
tremendous graces Jesus promised us through Saint Sister Faustina Kowalska by making certain requirements on Divine Mercy Sunday.
Well first, let us try to put this in proper perspective. Although Mercy, which is an extension of God’s
love, is often attributed as one of God’s greatest attributes (which I believe it is), many people take this
as a “go past jail and straight to heaven” promise. Some think because God is “all loving”, He will allow
everyone into heaven no matter what they do or continue to do. This is actually the sin of presumption. One must have contrition for their sins.
This is a nice thought, but God’s Mercy is always balanced with His justice. Justice would say, there has
to be a price paid when we wrong someone. Even civil authorities recognize this kind of justice. For
instance for those who commit murder, burglary, theft, rape and etc., one must pay a penalty (time or
bail) in accordance to the weight of their crimes.
Well it is true. Jesus did pay that price for our sins. He paid it on the cross. But what is necessary for
forgiveness is to have true contrition for our sins. The good thief had true contrition as he confessed
his sins (I deserve the punishment due to me, but this man, Jesus has no sins) on the confessional of
the cross. And Jesus extends that mercy to us through the sacrament of confession or reconciliation.
Jesus wants to forgive us of our sins; that is why he instituted a special Sunday in the year to mete out
very special graces. Although we know all confessed sin is forgiven in the sacrament of confession,
some temporal punishment may be left, because most of us do not have absolute true contrition. But
on Divine Mercy Sunday, the floodgates of Mercy are opened. And all sin and punishment due to sin is
wiped away.
The institution of the feast was inspired by a desire of Jesus which was conveyed by Sister Faustina. The
Lord Jesus told her: I desire that the first Sunday after Easter be the Feast of Mercy (Diary 299). I desire
that the Feast of Mercy be a refuge and shelter for all souls, and especially for poor sinners. On that day
the very depths of My tender Mercy are open. I pour out a whole ocean of graces upon those souls who
approach the Fount of My Mercy. The soul that will go to Confession and receive Holy Communion shall
obtain complete forgiveness of sins and punishment due to sin. On that day all the divine floodgates
through which graces flow are opened (Diary 699). Even though your sins be as scarlet they will be
wiped away.
Does this mean, because of the coronavirus shut down that prevents me from receiving Holy Communion, I cannot receive the full graces of Divine Mercy Sunday? No, we can still receive the whole ocean
of graces by going to confession, (drive up confessions available at OLL parking lot from 1-3pm) and
doing a Spiritual Communion with the intent to offer our next Holy Communion for the intention of
Divine Mercy when the suspension of Holy Mass is lifted.
As the Rev. Professor Ignacy Różycki says, the graces of Divine Mercy Sunday are “even greater” than a
plenary indulgence. Basically, the most special grace is greater than the graces of the 6 sacraments,
apart from the sacrament of baptism, since only the sacramental grace of the holy baptism is the forgiveness of all sins and punishment. However, as far as these promises are concerned, Christ associated
the remission of sins and punishment with Holy Communion received during the Feast of Mercy, therefore, as regards this, He raised it to the rank of the ‘second baptism’.

When we think about it, Wow, those are awesome graces. A whole ocean of mercy is opened for us.
What that means is we will no longer have to suffer (even spend years) in purgatory.
What about those who have coronavirus and their caregivers that cannot come to the sacrament of reconciliation? A new release by the Vatican states, Coronavirus patients who are quarantined can receive
a plenary indulgence by uniting themselves spiritually through media to the celebration of Holy Mass,
praying the rosary, the way of the cross, with the will to fulfill the usual conditions of sacramental confession, Eucharistic communion and prayers to the Holy Father as soon as possible. This offering also is
extended to caregivers who cannot leave someone’s side who has the virus.
This sacred day allows the Faithful to obtain a PLENARY indulgence by following three conditions and
devotions:
1. Sacramental Confession (Lifted for those who are sick and cannot make it to the sacrament)(and
caregivers)
2. Eucharistic Communion (Can be lifted by saying a “spiritual communion” with intent to receive Holy
Communion later)
3. Prayers for the Intentions of Our Holy Father, the Pope (Usually apostles creed, Our Father, Hail
Mary, and Glory be or equivalent)
In my spiritual care for you, I want to be able to extend as many of our Lord’s beautiful graces to you as
possible. Know of my love and prayers for you as we go through this pandemic together.
May God Bless you all!!!
Fr. LeRoy

Our Lady of the Lake and St. James in Maine

Parish Office: 9 am-12 pm/1:00 pm-4:00 pm Bookkeeper: Lori Curtis 218-864-5619 Director of Music: Paul Malecha accliturgy@gmail.com
Home Communion: Jean Cool 218-864-5026 Prayer Chain: Marge Condiff 218-864-8955 Trustees: Jim Altstadt 218-849-0999 and Sheila
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Our Lady of the Lake Mission Statement: “Aided by the intercession of Our Lady of the Lake, we reach out with welcoming
hospitality and focus on helping each person to develop a vibrant, Christ centered spiritual life through communal worship.”

Our Lady of the Lake and St. James in Maine
Mass Suspensions
Bishop Donald Kettler has made the difficult decision to continue the suspension of all public weekday and weekend
Masses in the Diocese of St. Cloud until May 15, 2020.
Church buildings and offices should remain closed to the
public during this time. There should be no Eucharistic Adoration. There should be no gatherings of any kind of more
than 10 people.
Live Stream Masses
Father LeRoy is continuing to Live Stream Mass every Sunday at 10:00 am until further notice. The following link will
take you to our site. Thank you Dave Jennen for your assistance in setting this up.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCF_4BHOUKMICToiotKRpFJA
St James Maine
Church Services for St. James Catholic Church
and our Parish Cluster.
www.youtube.com
Confessions and Anointing of the Sick
The Sacraments of Confession and Anointing of the Sick can
still be received by appointment. Please call Father LeRoy at
218-316-2524 to set up an appointment.
Curbside Confessions
Father will once again be hearing Confessions in the OLL
parking lot from his fish house on Divine Mercy Sunday, April
19, from 1-3 pm. Follow the cones and remain in your vehicle. Father will be behind the screen, unless you request
and ask for face-to-face, then he will draw the screen back.
Please keep proper distance between vehicles to guard the
integrity of the Sacrament.

Prayer of Divine Mercy
O greatly merciful God, Infinite Goodness, today all mankind calls out from the abyss of its misery to Your mercy to Your compassion, O God; and it is with its mighty voice
of misery that it cries out. Gracious God do not reject the
prayer of this earth's exiles! O Lord, Goodness beyond
our understanding, who are acquainted with our misery
through and through, and know that by our own power
we cannot ascend to You, we implore You; anticipate us
with Your Grace and keep on increasing Your mercy in us,
that we may faithfully do Your holy will all through our
life and at death's hour. Let the omnipotence of Your
mercy shield us from the darts of our salvation's enemies,
that we may with confidence, as Your children await Your
final coming - that day known to You alone. And we expect to obtain everything promised us by Jesus in spite of
all our wretchedness. For Jesus is our hope: Through His
merciful Heart as through an open gate we pass through
to heaven. (Diary of St Faustina 1570)

Parish Office: 218-495-2185 Bookkeeper/Secretary: Pat Chermak 612-840-6289 email: patchermak@hotmail.com Trustees:
Denny Floersch 218-205-5300 Dennis Fagerstrom 218-205-4623 Pastoral Council: Paul Hess 218-495-2500 New Member Registration and for the ill of the Parish: Arlene Larson 218-864-8279 Prayer Chain: Emma Ciliberti 218-495-2173 Director of Music:
Paul Malecha accliturgy@gmail.com Cemetery: Daryl Tople 218-495-2183 Faith Formation: Kattie Meek 218-495-2486

St. James Mission Statement: “In the 21st Century, the Lord is calling the whole church to the great
work of “New Evangelization” that is, of helping every Christian grow in the knowledge, understanding and love of their Catholic Faith in order to propose and hand faith to others."

Readings for the week of April 19, 2020
Sun 4/19:
Acts 2:-47
Mon 4/20: Acts 4:23-31
Tue 4/21:
Acts 4:32-37
Wed 4/22: Acts 5:17-26
Thu 4/23:
Acts 5:27-33
Fri 4/24:
Acts 5:34-42
Sat 4/25:
1 Pt 5:5b-14
Next Sunday: Acts 2:14, 22-33

1 Pt 1:3-9
Jn 3:1-8
Jn 3:7b-15
Jn 3:16-21
Jn 3:31-36
Jn 6:1-15
Mk 16:15-20
1 Pt 1:17-21

Jn 20:19-31

Lk 24:13-35

Pope Francis April Prayer Intention

Freedom from Addiction
We pray that those suffering from
addiction may be helped and
accompanied.
Please Pray for our Priests
Pope Francis, Bishop Kettler, Rev LeRoy Schik & Rev Paul
Folsom, Rev Matthew Langager, Rev Douglas Liebsch,
Rev Isaiah Frederick, OSB, Rev Derek Wiechmann, Rev
Richard Aubol, Rev Mark Botzet, Rev Gregory Sauer, all
our Seminarians, our soldiers, and the sanctity of life.

April Devotion:
The Holy Eucharist
Christ's body, blood, soul, and
divinity under the appearance
of bread and wine.
Bishop's Annual Appeal
May God bless you and those you love. Diocesan ministries are here for YOU! Our diocesan website has updates, spiritual resources and prayers at www.stcdio.org.
We are the Church Together.
Catholic Home Missions Appeal
Support the Catholic Home Missions Appeal today!
Right now over 40% of dioceses in the United States are
considered mission territories because they are unable
to fund essential pastoral work needed in their communities. Your support funds religious , education, seminary formation, lay ministry training, and other programs that build vibrant faith communities right here in
the United States. More information can be found at
www.usccb.org/home-missions.

BIRTHDAYS
Apr 20 Reice Amundson, LaRon Risser, Maloree Vondall
Apr 21 William Lachowitzer, Sara Thieschafer
Apr 22 Alex Ukkelberg
Apr 23 David Herrera, Nicholas Herrera
Apr 24 Ruby Vogel
Apr 25 Ron Godfrey, Shannon Schmitz

LIVE THE LITURGY
INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK
Have you ever experienced awe? Awe is commonly defined as a feeling of reverential respect mixed with fear
or wonder. A moment of awe has the ability to lift us up
out of ourselves and immerse us into something that
causes us to wonder about ourselves, the meaning of
life, and truth. Awe is an experience of connection that
links us to something that is beyond the normal happenings of life. For us who believe that the resurrected
Christ is present in all of life and the totality of the universe, being touched by awe can lead us to exclaim, "My
Lord and my God!" Pondering the vastness of God's
presence also brings us to a profound sense of God's
mercy, which is the showering of His unconditional love
on each of His daughters and sons. When we internalize
this mystery, we may find ourselves standing in awe
once again and feeling an intense sense of peace.

