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April 8, 2020

My Dear Parishioners,

This year we enter into the Easter Triduum with heaviness in our hearts. Who would have ever even
dreamed there would be a day when all Public worship would be suppressed; Who could have ever
even guessed that we would “not” be allowed to enter the three most Holy Days of the church year
together as the full Body of Christ. We have been fractured, separated, and left to worship these days
on our own. And worship we must!

But as we enter into the Easter Triduum, we must not lose hope. Before his Ascension Jesus promised I
will “never” abandon you! He said, “I will NOT leave you orphaned!” “I will come to you” (John
14:18). Jesus promises this. These are comforting words. Jesus “will” come to us. We must trust in this
promise. And even though we are apart, He will come to us in Spirit. He will come to us in the recesses
of our hearts. He will come to our entire families as we worship Him in our own homes.

Let us prepare a fitting place to receive Him. Let us set up our own home church worship area, prominently displaying the cross with the crucified Lord, and other religious pictures that display the Pascal
Mystery. When we can, let us take advantage of streaming the liturgies in our home. Let us enter this
profound season with our hearts set on Him.

But what should our mindset be? What should be in our hearts at this time? As we celebrate the Sacred Triduum, Jesus teaches us how we should live at times like these. Our minds and hearts should
turn naturally to Him, to the Cross, and the great sacrifice that Jesus willingly gave for our good. Out of
love for us, he held nothing back. He gave himself entirely for us. He gave His very life for us.

That is what should be in our hearts; to hold nothing back; to get out of ourselves in order to love Him
more deeply, and out of love for him to love those around us as we truly are “The Body of Christ.”

Holy Thursday teaches Caritas, to love by washing the feet of others. Good Friday teaches us the depth
that love can go, to give our very lives for those around us. And Easter Sunday teaches us the reward
for that love; “Everlasting Life” with God in heaven! May God be with you as you celebrate the Holy
Triduum!
May God Bless you all!
Fr. LeRoy

Our Lady of the Lake and St. James in Maine

Parish Office: 9 am-12 pm/1:00 pm-4:00 pm Bookkeeper: Lori Curtis 218-864-5619 Director of Music: Paul Malecha accliturgy@gmail.com
Home Communion: Jean Cool 218-864-5026 Prayer Chain: Marge Condiff 218-864-8955 Trustees: Jim Altstadt 218-849-0999 and Sheila
Newark 218-405-0459 Pastoral Council: Janell Kraemer 320-304-3987, Bob Englehart, Tim Cushing, Stephanie Christianson, Ross Ukkelberg,
Brett Hallberg, and Grace Girard Finance Council: Mark Cory 218-731-5577, Dawn Christensen, Dave Schwieters and Rick Bleichner

Our Lady of the Lake Mission Statement: “Aided by the intercession of Our Lady of the Lake, we reach out with welcoming
hospitality and focus on helping each person to develop a vibrant, Christ centered spiritual life through communal worship.”

Our Lady of the Lake and St. James in Maine
Live Streamed Masses

Confessions and Anointing of the Sick

Arrangements have been made to live stream Fr. LeRoy's
private Holy Thursday Mass (5 PM), Good Friday Service (12
Noon) and Easter Sunday Mass (10 am). Or if you wish, you
can watch it at a later time by way of YouTube. Instructions
can be found on the church website under the heading News
& Announcements found in the blue ribbon on the left.

Father LeRoy will be hearing Confessions on Good Friday,
April 10, from 1-3 pm from his fish house in the OLL parking lot. Follow the cones and remain in your vehicle. Father will be behind the screen, unless you request and ask
for face-to-face, then he will draw the screen back.
Please keep proper distance between vehicles to guard
the integrity of the Sacrament. Additional Confessions
will be available on Divine Mercy Sunday, April 19.

Bishop Kettler will be live streaming the Triduum Liturgies
for Holy Thursday, Good Friday, the Easter Vigil and Easter
Sunday. These may be found at http://stcdio.org/
liturgies/15

The Sacraments of Confession and Anointing of the Sick
can still be received by appointment. Please call Father
LeRoy at 218-316-2524 to set up an appointment.
Contributions
During this time in which Mass has been cancelled, contributions are still being welcomed. Thank you to everyone who has mailed in their envelope or taken the time
to set up online giving.
OLL parishioners can make online payments on the parish
website at ollsj.org or mail contributions to 407 N Lake
Ave, PO Box 671, Battle Lake, MN 56515.
St James members can make arrangements by calling
Farmers State Bank of Underwood and setting up an
automatic withdrawal from your checking account to
St. James Catholic Church Checking Account. In addition
to online giving, contributions can be mailed directly to
the church at 32009 Cty Hwy 74, Underwood, MN 56586.
We understand these are trying times and taking care of
yourself and your family must be your first priority. We
are praying for your health and safety and look forward
to the time when we can worship together again.
Mass Suspensions
Bishop Donald Kettler has made the difficult decision to
continue the suspension of all public weekday and weekend Masses in the Diocese of St. Cloud until May 15,
2020. Church buildings and offices should remain closed
to the public during this time. There should be no Eucharistic Adoration. There should be no gatherings of any
kind of more than 10 people.

Parish Office: 218-495-2185 Bookkeeper/Secretary: Pat Chermak 612-840-6289 email: patchermak@hotmail.com Trustees:
Denny Floersch 218-205-5300 Dennis Fagerstrom 218-205-4623 Pastoral Council: Paul Hess 218-495-2500 New Member Registration and for the ill of the Parish: Arlene Larson 218-864-8279 Prayer Chain: Emma Ciliberti 218-495-2173 Director of Music:
Paul Malecha accliturgy@gmail.com Cemetery: Daryl Tople 218-495-2183 Faith Formation: Kattie Meek 218-495-2486

St. James Mission Statement: “In the 21st Century, the Lord is calling the whole church to the great
work of “New Evangelization” that is, of helping every Christian grow in the knowledge, understanding and love of their Catholic Faith in order to propose and hand faith to others."

Readings for the week of April 12, 2020

LIVE THE LITURGY

Mon 4/13:
Tue 4/14:
Wed 4/15:
Thu 4/16:
Fri 4/17:
Sat 4/18:
Sun 4/19:

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK

Acts 2:14, 22-33
Mt 28:8-15
Acts 2:36-41
Jn 20:11-18
Acts 3:1-10
Lk 24:13-35
Acts 3:11-26
Lk 24:35-48
Acts 4:1-12
Jn 21:1-14
Acts 4:13-21
Mk 16:9-15
Acts 2:42-47
1 Pt 1:3-9
Jn 20:19-31

Pope Francis April Prayer Intention

Freedom from Addiction
We pray that those suffering from
addiction may be helped and
accompanied.

Please Pray for our Priests
Pope Francis, Bishop Kettler, Rev LeRoy Schik &
Rev Paul Folsom, Rev Jeremy Ploof, Rev Bradley
Jenniges, OSB, Rev Mitchell Bechtold, Rev Timothy Gapinski, Rev Aaron Nett, Rev Jeremy Theis,
Rev Gabriel Walz, all our Seminarians, our soldiers, and the sanctity of life.

Our world wants us to believe that life is only what
we make of it. Today, we realize how untrue that is.
Life is ultimately about what God makes of it, and
the resurrection of Jesus reveals this. Alleluia,
Christ is risen! Who do you understand yourself to
be? What we did yesterday, are doing today, and
may do tomorrow pretty much determine how we
perceive ourselves. We even perceive Jesus this
way in limiting our vision of him to his earthly accomplishments. But, we know through today's triumphant celebration that Christ is much more than
his earthly legacy. The transfigured and resurrected
Christ is the beginning, the end, and the fulfillment
of all things and every person. All that Jesus did
stands in second place to who we now know him to
be. Do we realize that this will be our journey too?
Christ is risen. Alleluia, alleluia!

April Devotion:
The Holy Eucharist
Christ's body, blood, soul, and
divinity under the appearance
of bread and wine.
Bishop's Annual Appeal
We are the Church Together. Your diocesan ministries
are working to walk with you during these troubling
times. Diocesan staff continue to reach out to parishes,
advance ministries from home and respond to phone
calls and messages. Our diocesan website has updates,
messages from Bishop Kettler, spiritual resources and
prayers at www.stcdio.org. May God be with you and
those you love.

BIRTHDAYS
Apr 13 Stacy Kupfer, Beverly Pugh
Apr 14 Michael Brown, Jay Olson
Apr 15 Mary Triepke
Apr 16 Anne Haberman, Lillian Humann, Colleen
Macheledt, Daniel Ruhland, Sharon Vipond
Apr 17 Rebekah Budke, Korie Christensen, Lauryn
Christensen, Lilley Memullen
Apr 18 Randella Douville, Regina Fogard, Alex
Haberman, Thomas Macheledt
Apr 19 Elias Bleess, Tom Murphy, John Uselman

Divine Mercy Novena
Novena Dates
April 10-18 : Feast Day April 19
I fly to Your Mercy, Compassionate God, Who alone are
good. Although my misery is great and my offenses are
many,
I trust in Your Mercy because You are the God of Mercy,
and it has never been heard of in all ages,
nor do Heaven or earth remember,
that a soul trusting in Your Mercy has been disappointed.
(State you intentions.)
Jesus, Friend of a lonely heart, You are my haven. You
are my peace. You are my salvation. You are my serenity
in moments of struggle and amidst an ocean of doubts.
Amen
(Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be)

